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To the Rle Hr HoNoURABLE 
. W FYT 19 
Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, &c. &c. &c. and 


e 
a 


W The RIGHT HONOURABLE 


| The MARQUIS of CARMARTHEN, one a 
his ; Majeſty" 8 —_ Secretaries of State, &c. &c. &c. 


* 


The MEMoRIAL of the CoMMITTEE of MERrCHanTs, 


intereſted in the Trade between the Dominions of Great 


Britain, and the United States of America. 


AT a General Meeting of the Merchants and Traders intereſted in 


the American Commerce, ſummoned by publick notice, and held at the London 
Tavern, March the 21ft, 1783, it was reſolved, « that a Committee, conſiſting of 
% Twenty-four, be appointed to attend to ſuch regulations as might be propoſed, for 


e reſtoring the Commercial Intercourſe between Great-Britain and North-America.“ 


In conſequence of that appointment, the Committee have preſented to his Majeſty's 


Miniſters, under different adminiſtrations, obſervations on the trade which formerly 


ſubſiſted between Great-Britain and thoſe parts of North-America now compoling 
the United States ; and ſubmitted ſuch regulations as appeared to them proper, for 


the recovery and preſervation of a conſiderable part of that commerce. The Com- 
mittee have alſo met from time to time, to conſider the operation and tendency of 
ſuch acts and ordinances as have been paſſed, in any of the ſaid ſtates, either to ob- 
ſtruct the reſtoration of ſuch intercourſe, or to violate thoſe rights which were 


intended to be ſecured to Britiſh Creditors, by the Treaty of Peace, In the pr 


ſent critical ſituation of the concerns of the Britiſh Merchants in, and their commerce | 


with, North America, the Committee think it incumbent on them, to lay before his 


Majeſty 8 miniſters, a ſummary view of various laws paſſed in the different States, 


with ſuch other matters as have come to their knowledge, affecting the Property, 
Navigation, and Commerce of his Majeſty's ſubjects. 
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N the 25th of March, 1782, an act of the Aſſembly of this ſtate was paſſed 
entitled, © An act for confiſcating the eſtates of ſundry ſubjects of this State, and of the 
© other United States of America, who have, ſince the commencement of hoſtilities be- 
« tween Great-Britain and the United States, gone over to the enemy: alſo, the eſtates of 
e the ſubjects of the King of Great-Britain, lying within this ſtate,” in which is the follow- 
ing clauſe ; | RD | 5 


VVV 


— 


« And be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that all the goods, chattels, 
ce 5 credits, lands and tenements, which the perſons above deſcribed were poſſeſſed 
of, or entitled to poſſeſs, hold, enjoy, or demand, in their own right, or which any 
« Other perſon ſtood or doth ſtand poſſeſſed of to their uſe, ſhall eſcheat, enure, and ac- 
ce crue to the uſe and benefit of the government and people of this ſtate, and are accord- 
« ingly hereby deelared to be forfeited and eſcheated, as aforeſaid.” vo 


The act alſo ſtates that appeal may be had to the ſuperior court, and in caſe of the judg- 


ment of that court for forfeiting ſuch eſtate, or of any inferior court where tryal has been 


had, and no appeal made, ſuch judgment ſhall be final and concluſive. 


Although by the treaty of peace it was ſtipulated, that it ſhovld be recommended by Con- 
greſs to the different ſtates, © that all Britiſh property ſhould be reſtored,” it does not hitherto 
appear, that any thing has been done in this ſtate, in conſequence of ſuch recommendation, nor 
that the foregoing act has been repealed. dd wage Es 


By another act of this ſtate, paſſed in June, 1785, veſſels owned jn whole or in part by the 
ſubjects of Great-Britain, are prohibited from taking on board any goods or merchandize, of 
the growth, manufacture, or produce of this or any other of the United States; and Britiſh 
ſhips found ſo loading, are, together with their cargoes, ſubjected to ſeizure and condemnation. 
The ſame act lays a duty of ſix-pence per buſhel, lawful money, equal to four-pence halfpenny 
ſterling, on ſalt imported in ſhips owned, either in whole or in part, by Britiſh ſubjects. 
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An act of the legiſlature of this ſtate, paſſed in July, 1784, impoſes a duty of five per cent. 


ad valorem, on a variety of articles. 


Another act paſſed in July, 1785, to take place the 1ſt. day of Auguſt following, lays an 
additional duty, amounting on many articles to a prohibition, e = Ir OS FEM 

Although the duties impoſed by the foregoing acts, appear to affect foreigners in general, 
except in a few particular inſtances, yet they are manifeſtly pointed at the manufactures of this 
country, and evidently intended to operate as a reſtraint on its commerce. On the article of 


cordage, if of Britiſo manufacture, a duty of ſix ſhillings ſterling per cwt. is laid: if of other 


foreign manufacture only half that ſum. 


By another act paſſed in this ſtate in June 1785, a duty of 41d. ſterling per buſhel, was 
laid on ſalt imported in ſhips owned in whole, or in part, by the ſubjects of Great-Britain. 
This act alſo prohibits the exportation of goods or merchandiſe the growth or produce of the 


United States, in ſhips owned in whole, or in Furs by ſubjects of Great-Britain, after the 1ſt. 
day of Auguſt, 17845, and ſubjects them to, forfeiture, together with their cargoes, if found 
taking on board the ſaid goods or merchandiſe. Ir allo confines the entry of Britiſh ſhips to 


three ports, viz. Boſton, Falmouth in Caſco-Bay, and Dartmouth; and ſubjects them to ſei- 


zure, if found diſcharging their cargoes in any other port of the ſtate. 


5 


By another act of this ſtate, paſſed the gth of November, 1784, the juſtices,of the courts of 


judicature were directed ſeverally, to ſuſpend rendering judgment for any intereft that might 


have accrued between the 19th of April, 1775, and the 2oth January, 1783, on debts due to 
Britiſh ſubjects. . of os ; | 7 WP F N 5 4 5 4 4 RR ben 5 


culiarly ſeyere on the Britiſh fubject, againſt whom it is expreſsly pointed: 


This act is Pe 


intereſt is called © inequitable and unjuſt,” and the legiſlature of this ſtate 
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1 
ee conceive it to be repugnant to the ſpirit and intention of the 4th article of the treaty 
% of peace, which,“ they ſay, © provides only for bona fide debts.” The act ſtates, that 


et the legiſlature have taken meaſures to obtain the ſenſe of congreſs upon this article,“ 
but the committee have not heard that any opinion has been given thereon, 8 


e . 


In addition to an act paſſed in June, 1783, by the legiſlature of this ſtate, laying an impoſt 
of two per cent. ad valorem, on certain enumerated goods and merchandize, another act was 


on many of which the irapoſt amounts to a prohibition. 


Another act paſſed by the legiſlature of this ſtate, to take place on the 15th of Septe mber, 
1785, prohibits the exportation of any goods or merchandize, the growth, manufacture, or pro- 
duce of this or any other of the united ſtates, in any ſhip or veſſel, belonging either in whole 
or in part to Britiſh ſubjects; and that ſhips ſo loading the produce, &c. of the ſtates, ſhall, 

together with their cargoes, be ſeized and forfeited. The ſame act impoſes a further d uty of 
| ſeven and a half per cent. ad valorem on all goods imported into this ſtate; and five ſhil lings 


per ton on every ton the ſhip or veſſel may meaſure, over and above all former duties; and 
41d. per buſhel on ſalt imported in Britiſh veſſels. 


xX. 


By an act paſſed in this ſtate, the 12th of July, 1782, Britiſh creditors are precluded from the 
claim of intereſt on all debts contracted before the 1ſt of January, 1776, until after the iſt 
of January, 1783; and executions for the principal of thoſe debts are forbidden to be levied 
till the expiration of three years after the evacuation of New York. 


By another act paſſed the 17th of March, 1783, and confirmed by others in 1784 and 1785, thoſe 
| Americans who had abandoned their poſſeſſions in New York upon its capture by the Britiſh 

troops, and reſided without the lines during the war, are enabled to bring actions of treſpaſs for 
rents, &c. during their abſence, againſt the perſons who had occupied their premiſes, whe- 
ther under the authority or permiſſion of the Britiſh commander or otherwiſe, and who by this 
act are precluded from pleading * any military order whatſoever in juſtification of their 


that country, for their conduct during the war. 


againſt Britiſh ſubjects, who relying implicitly on the treaty of peace, and the faith of nations, 
were encouraged to remain in New York upon its evacuation, for the purpoſes of collecting 
their debts, and ſettling or extending their commercial affairs: and in cafes where thoſe who, 
had occupied the premiſes were not to be found, the demands were made on the lodger, the 
late ſervant, or the agent of thoſe occupiers. Theſe ſuits have been proſecuted with the 
utmoſt ſeverity, and being determinable by juries of intereſted men, as well as conformable 
to the above mentioned ſtatute, it is no wonder that verdicts for exorbitant rents and da mages 
have in every inſtance been found againſt the defendants. MT | 


The next law that falls under the notice of the committee, contains a requiſition in 
the form of a perſonal tax, made by this ſtate, the 6th of May, 1784, of 100,001. currency, 
from thoſe perſons who reſided in New York and its dependencies, during their ſubjection 
| to the Britiſh forces, and who remained there after the evacuation, in aid of the late war, 
and, as the preamble ſtates, as a * compenſation for enjoying the bleſſings of freedom 


| the lines, were expreſsly exempted. The enforcement of this act was ſuſpended for ſome 


the quantum each perſon was to pay, being left by the act to the diſcretion of the aſſeſſors, 
who, having all been exiles, could Reacely be expected to do ſtrict juſtice to perſons who had 
lived under the protection of, and ſhewn an attachment to, the Britiſh government. 


On the 4th of May 1784, the legiſlature of this ſtate in conſequence of the order of 
the King in council prohibiting an intercourſe between the United States and the TREE? 
N ; | | ands, 


paſſed in June, 1785, impoſing an additional duty on a great variety of articles, chiefly Britiſh, 


te occupancy.” It alſo authorizes the ſequeſtration of the eſtates of Britiſh ſubjects, lying in 


By virtue of this law, actions for claims to an enormous amount were immediately inſtituted 


| © and independance.“ From this contribution the American exiles, who had been without 


time; but in 1785 it was levied in an arbitrary and in many caſes in a very inequitable manner: 
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Idlands, except in Britiſh bottoms, impowered Congrels to prohibit the importation of Britiſh 
Weſt India produce into the United States in Britiſh veſſels; aſſigning as à motive for this aq, 
that *© Great Britain exhibits 4 diſpoſition to gain partial advantages injurious to The rights 

tte of free commerce, and repugnant to the principles of reciprocal intereſts and convenience.” 


80 Within the State of New-York, very few of the eſtates confiſcated during the war had been 


1 - ſold, when the preliminary articles were ſigned; laws for the ſpeedy ſale of all ſuch: property 


th of April 1785. The committee conſider this law as a breach of the 6th article of the 


were notwithſtanding 3 the 6th of April, and the 12th of May, 1784, and confirmed the 
treaty of peace. 


1 * . 


1 
F546} 14 


\ 


4410 t; 
ance. the 
, aid treat 
and in co 


* 


4 


An act, intitle cc The new impoſt law for New-York,” was paſſed the 18th of No. 


vember, 1784, and conſiderably enlarged the 15th of March, 1785. This law, as it now ſtands, 


is directly pointed againſt certain Britiſh manufactures, and againſt Britiſh ſhips in diſtinction 
ftom all others: for it enacts, that the cargoes of Britiſh ſhips, in every caſe, ſhall be ſubjected 
to double the duties impoſed on thoſe of other nations; and burthens Britiſh manufactures with 

- ſpecific taxes, which-amount nearly to a prohibition, eſpecially if imported there in Britiſb 
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This State has violated the fourth article of the definitive treaty, by paſſing a law ſoon 
after the peace, to reſtrain the recovery of the old debts for a- given period. The Britiſh 
merchants were in conſequence thereof ſer at defiance; and few inſtances exiſt of payment 
having been made for any debts contraſted before. the war. This law was limited to 
September, 1784; but whether it has been further extended by any new act, or whether it 
expired at that time, the committee are not certain. This law, operating with the fears and 
prejudices of ſome of the inhabitants, has produced effects of the moſt miſchievous conſe- 

uence to the Britiſh merchants: for not only an uniform oppoſition has been made againſt 
the payment of intereſt, but the 7 1 8 dreading the reſentment of ſome of the moſt violent 
amongſt their countrymen, have refuſed to engage in the recovery of theſe unpopular demands, 
and the committee are well aſſured that not one action for the payment of an old Britiſh debt 
has been proſecuted in this ſtate. 1 55 
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Buy an act of the 24th of November 1784, this ſtate inveſts Congreſs with a power for 
fifteen years, to prohibit the importation or exportation of all merchandize in veſſels 
belonging to, or navigated by, the ſubjects of any power with whom Congreſs ſhall not have 
formed treaties of commerce; alſo to prohibit the ſubjects of ſuch foreign ſtates from importing 
into the United States any goods, wares, or merchandize, not the produce or manufacture of the 
ſtate of which they are ſubjects; provided Congrefs has the aſſent of nine ſtates to carry ſuch act 
into execution. | . „„ 8 


Buy an act of the 20th of September laſt, this ſtate has impoſed a duty of ten per cent upon 
many articles; among which are all manufactures of tin, lead, pewter, copper, brats metal, Britiſh 
ſteel, and caſt iron; alſo the enormous tonage of ſever ſhillings and Jixpence per ton for each 
voyage, upon the ſhipping of every nation with whom Congreſs has not entered, into treaties of 
commerce: which appears evidently to ſtrike at the navigation of this country. 


VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, and NORTH-CAROLINA. 


The merchants intereſted in the trade to theſe ſtates, having already, by their Chairman, 
preſented their Caſe and Memorial to the Right Honourable the Marquis of Carmarthen, 
reſpecting their ſituation as to the debts due to hem, previous to the late war, and the hardſhips 

they- experience from the infraction of the gth article of the definitive treaty, the committee 

refer thereto, and beg leave to- add- the fallowing informarion : Cha 5 


In the ſtate of Maryland, by an act paſſed in November 1784, a duty was impoſed upon all 
foreign ſhipping, except Britiſh, of one ſhilling per ton, and upon Britiſh bottoms of FIVE 


At the ſame time a duty was laid on all goods imported into that ſtate of two per cent. on 


the value; but if imported in Britiſb bottoms, a double duty, or four per cent. 
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eſs, had ratified the definitive treaty of peace, they recommended a due obſer- 


ſaid treat into execution, e fincerely, frifily, and compleatly but regardleſs of thoſe reſolutions, 
and in contravention to the treaty, the legiſlature paſſed an ordinance the 26th of March, 
17842 declanng, among other, chings, that “ no ſuit ſhould be inſtituted for any debt con- 
« rated by, any citizen of the United States, previous to the, abth of February, 1782, until 
e the #4 January, 1788, when the intereſt any which had accrued. ſince January 1780, 
might he recovered. : ee r Tere ft the 
= 5807 bovnoktd viisuor bios (29: nee wn ao wats rn} 5403 30-057 tele 
.*Andon;the.x{t of Janyary, 2586, one fourth part of the principal, and all ſuch other 
intereſt as might be then due. 5115 04 bahbavot stb nd 0 Bir „ 
iti 919w aazbat 28} bos any net bo nba v | 
On the. iſt of January, 1787, ane other fourth part 
« which ſhall have accrued.” 11 801 
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bh On de ſt of. January, 1788, one other fourth part of the principal, and the intereſt ac- 
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By this ordinance, debtors are judicially protected from ſuits brought at the inftance of 
their creditors, who are chiefly Britiſh merchants; and ſo great and general are the obſtruc- 
tions to thg recovery of debts, that in ſeyeral diſtricts. remote from Charles Town, the 
courts have been. prevented, by tumultuous and riotous proceedings, from determining actions 
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By the delay thus occaſioned, the property of the Britiſh merchant becomes every day more 
precarious z, his credit and fortune are, materially, injured, and in. many caſes, totally 
deſtteyed. 2 412 1 t 711 IO 7 einn ene n P CT SATA + . og. EPO 


4 
* 


. e e, D021 44664 


| IH DSI yh VVG 00 
To prevent the operation of the act before-mentioned, in caſes where it impowers 
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* untill he make application in writing from himſelf to his debtor: for payment.” This act 

ſeems calculated to cut off all poſſibility of non-reſident Britiſh creditors commencing a ſuit. 

The proviſo. that he muſt write himſelf to his debtor, is conſidered as an inſurmountable obſtacle 

in his proceedings, as he muſt meet with innumerable difficulties in proving the delivery of his 
letter to a debtor, who may reſide in the interior part of the ſtate. Where this difficulty 

does ngt exiſt, the creditor muſt either drop his action, or run the riſk. of having property 


fold for caſh, would not produce one tenth part of its apprayſed value. 


Another inſtance of the violation of-the-fourth-artiele-of the treaty, which provides “ that 
. creditors on either ſide ſhall meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full 
value in ferling money of all bona fide debts heretofore contracted,” ariſes from the pay- 
ment of debts to Britiſh ſubjects; in depreciated paper currency, which was forced into cir- 
culation during the war, and 275 « legal tender according to its nominal value, by the then 
government. © The depreciation became ſo great; that debtors, by ſuch unjuſt renders, did not 


property. | 2 BOM f . 
The 5th article of the treaty ſtipulates, that perſons of certain deſcriptions ſhall have 
* tree liberty to go to any part of the united ſtates, to obtain the reſtitution of their rights 
3 | | : : | cc and 
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By the ſame law it is further enacted, that no. creditor ſhall bring any ſuit for debt, 


of little or no value, bordering. perhaps on the Indian country, forced upon him, which, if 
8 . Fi ; 


pay one ſhilling in the pound; and where they plead thoſe” payments or tenders, in bat to 
the demands of their Britiſh creditars, ſuch creditors are Proportionably defrauded of their 
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50 per cent. and it is apprehended may at the end of five years be ſo reduced in v 
creditors of this deſcription will not receive one ſhilling in the pound of their demands. 


Steſs with ſimilar powers. 


minions of F rance, Spain, &c. are charg 


which is an advance of cent. per cent. upon the duty paid by France, &c. 


© and properties: this article has been groſsly violated in this ſtate; for though ſuch 
| perſons were permitted to go thither, yet the purpoſes for which they went were fruſtrated ! 


a ſuſpenſion of the courſe of juſtice: for they were compelled to depart by a publick notif. 


cation from the governor, and to abandon their property, under the aggravating reflection of 
having been at conſiderable expence, both of time and money, in a deluſive purſuit ; and 


having alſo experienced great perſonal inſults and abuſe during their continuance in the ſtate, 


Several Britiſh merchants who had ſold goods in Charles Town, while in poſſeſſion of his 


Majeſty's troops, were obliged to accept houſes and lands in payment of debts. After its evacu- 


ation an act of confiſcation was enforced, which, though not paſſed till the 26th of February 1782, 

had retroſpect to the 4th of July 1776; houſes and lands, then the property of perſons in 

purview of the act, (but which had undergone many changes) and actually belonged to Britiſh 

merchants when the act was paſſed, were fold by the commiſſioners of confiſcated eſtates in June 

1784, without any regard to their claims founded upon the ;th and 6th articles of the treaty 

of peace. The e was ſold at a credit of five years, and ſtate indents were to be received 
in payment. In caſe the ſtate of Carolina ſhould comply with the 5th article of the treaty, it has 
been ſuggeſted that the claimants will be paid in ſuch ſtate indents, which are already 8 
alue, that 


The 21ſt of March 1784, an act was paſſed, authoriſing Congrels to reſtrain the trade from the 


Britiſh Weſt Indies, fimilar to that paſſed at New York the 4th of May 1784 with the like 


Proviſo, that it ſhould not be in force until all the ſtates in the union ſhould have veſted Con- 


The 26th of March 1784, an a& was paſſed, laying certain duties on goods imported into 
the ſtate of South Carolina, whereby brown or clayed ſugars from the dominions of France, 
Spain, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden are charged with a duty of only 18. 6d. per Curt. 
whereas the ſame articles from Britiſh plantations are charged with a duty of 2s. per Cwt. which 
is an advance of 33 per cent. on the duty paid by France, &c. Refined ſugars from the do- 

wich a duty of fd. per pound only, whilſt double 
that duty (1d. per pound) is charged on the ſame article imported from the Britiſh dominioas, 


It is alſo neceſſary ' to obſerve, that the deciſions of the board of police, eſtabliſhed 
under the King's government, in Charles-Town, however equitable, have been ſer aſide ſince 
the peace. Britiſh ſubje&s have been deprived of their property purchaſed under its procets, 
and caſt in exceſſive damages and coſts, for no other cauſe, than having brought actions 
therein for the recovery of debts, even where the defendant had confeſſed judgment, and 
when both plaintiff and defendant were Britiſh ſubjects. wm en | 


Suits have been inſtituted againſt ſeveral perſons for the rent of houſes which they had 
occupied in Charles Town, under the authority of his Majeſty's commanders, to whom they 
had paid rent for the ſame. In all theſe ſuits the courts have adjudged that the rents ſhould 
be paid a ſecond time with coſts, _ VVV | 


In like manner agents and vendue maſters, employed in the ſale of veſſels, regularly con- 
demned. in his Majeſty's Vice Admiralty Court, have had vexatious ſuits inſtitured againſt 
them by perſons who owned the property at the time of capture, notwithſtanding ſuch ſales 


were conducted according to regular uſage in the caſe of all prizes; and the defendants have 


been adjudgeꝗ to pay to the plaintiffs the eſtimated value of the property captured. 
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Laws and regulations Gmilar to thoſe which have paſſed in South Carolina exiſt in this 
ſtate, with degrees of peculiar and manifeſt aggravation : the judges from the bench having 


declared that no: uit ſhall be proceeded on if brought by a Britiſh ſubjet; while on the 


contrary, they allow Britiſh ſubſects to be ſued by their creditors, 


; | * 
. * 
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IN 


very of any debt, as well 


© T1 


IN ADDIT LON. to the foregoing recital of the various acts, prejudicial to the intereſts and 


commerce of Great Britain, which have been r by the different States of America, the com- 


mittee beg leave to obſerve, that on the a ad o 


April laſt, Mr. John Hancock, with many other 


merchants of Boſton, petitioned Congreſs on what they term © the alarming ſtate of their com- 
« merce with Great Britain,” and requeſted the immediate interpoſition of ſuch powers for 


its relief, as Congreſs was then inveſted with, aſſerting, © that the ſhips. and commodities of 


Great Britain were received into their ports under the ſame advantages with their own, whillt 
their navigation was diſcouraged by every poſſible embarraſſment, and their exports either 
prohibited, -or, if admitted, loaded with the moſt rigorous exactions. In proof of which, they 


complain of the duties laid by Britain upon oil, rice, and tobacco, and then add, it is un- 


neceſſary to multiply examples, when the ow productions of every ſtate feel alike the bane- 


ful influence of ſuch regulations.“ They conc 


of the Britiſh on the trade and exports of their States may be 


expedients on thelr part. 


ude, by one ng. that the numerous impoſitions 
or 


thwith contravened by ſimilar 


On the ſame day they addreſſed a circular letter to all the ſea ports of the United States, 
to urge their making immediate application to their aſſemblies to inveſt Congreſs with powers 
competent to regulate the internal as well as external commerce of all the States, to contra- 


vene the effects of the Britiſh Act of Navigation, © by which“ they add, © we are left id coM- 


e MON WITH OTHER ALTENS, to the moſt rigorous reſtriftions upon our trade.“ 


As the committee preſume that the ſaid application to Congreſs, and circular letters to all 
the States, contain the ſentiments of a great part of their merchants upon the intereſting 


ſubje& of this Memorial, hey think it incumbent upon them to. ſtare, by way of contraſt, 
It 


the actual, though different 


- 


uation of the trade and navigation of each nation. 


According to the preſent regulations in both countries, 


AN AMERICAN 18 protected in his pro- 
perty by our laws. All our courts are, and 


always have been, open to him for the reco- 
intereſt as principal. 


Ws; * 


American ſhips are received into all the 
ports of Great Britain upon the ſame condi- 
tions, reſtrictions and impoſts as are common 


10 all aliens. 


A BRITISH MERCHANT is in ſome 


States poſitively, in others virtually, prohibit- 
ed by their legiſlatures from recovering his 
property, which is a violation of the 4th arti- 


cle of the treaty of * 8 In ſeveral ſtates, 
judgment for intereſt for more than ſeven 
years is actually ſuſpended by law; whilſt in 


others, although the courts appear to be open, 


the lawyers are afraid to proſecute for Bris 
tiſh debts. Thoſe creditors are deemed for- 


tunate, who, upon giving up all claim to in- 


tereſt (which is equal to thirty, and in ſome 
inſtances to forty per cent.) can obtain ſecu- 


rity for the payment of the principal. 


Britiſh ſhips are in many ſtates ſubject to 
exceſſive duties of tonnage, over and above thoſe 


paid by other foreign nations in the ports of 


America. 


by BRITISH MANUFACTURES are, in ſome ſtates, loaded with duties, ſo partial and 


exceſſive, as in many inſtances to be altogether prohibitory ; whilſt in others all merchandixe 


whatever, imported in Britiſh bottoms, 1s ſubje& to double duties. 
F 
AMERICAN PRODUCE pays no duties but in common with other aliens. And 


Pitch and tar are admitted into Britain upon the ſame duties as from our own colonies, which 
are lower than thoſe impoſed upon theſe articles from the Baltick, by 1s. 4d. per Laſt, and 
from France of 278. 6d. per Laſt. Turpentine from the Britiſh plantations, the United 
ſtates, and the Baltick, pays a duty of 2s. 22d. per cwt. but from France 38. 8d. per cwt. 


American pot and pearl aſhes are admitted duty free, whilſt thoſe articles pay 28. ad. per ome. 
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13 Small ſtaves are < abject a' duty of ili 78. per m. . hogſhead and pipe W of 
"AY Am 228, per m. when 8.94 gu. of the United States they are ane lag free. 3 


: 15 | | 8 Skins and furs of all kinds, are admitted under the ſame duties as thoſe from our own colonies. 


3 On rice no greater duties are paid than heretofore, except the laſt three five per cents. amounting 
| only: to 18. upon 68. 4d. which were. 1 before the Pence, and, with the whole of the duty, 
is: drawn back upon exportation. Fen 1,96: to Gini tis 45; F 
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ET No duty is paid on Tobacco, unleſs ſold for home conſumption. IT Py e CG 


| 55 | | American naval ſtores, lumber, live ſtock,” and all live proviſions, flour, bread, wheat, and 
1 3 ber other ſpecies of grain, are admitted into our Weſt- India iſlands: which, — con- 
1 ien, to Ferre N is an „ po 1 Nee to 8 rue r foreign n nations. 5 
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| 2 Having thus 1 Rated. the many grievances under which the” mcg 15 


. fity of Sting efe@tual meaſures 1 For their: relief. 2 commerce, 
BY however embarraſſed at preſent,” as well by unjuſt reſtraints as by partial and 
. Hears hs may eventually prove highly beneficial to this country, by the prefer 
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